
Label it a 
clause. 

Does this group 
of words contain 

both a subject 

and a verb? 

Phrases and Clauses 

Yes 

Can it stand 
alone as a 
complete 
sentence? 

No Yes Label it a 
subordinate 

clause. 

Label it an 
independent 

clause. 

Does it 
modify a 
noun or 

pronoun? 

No Yes Label it an 
adjective 
clause. 

Does it 
function as a 

noun? 

Does it 
receive the 
action of a 

verb? 

Yes 

No 

Does it Yes 

Label it a direct object. 

Label it an  

No 

Does it begin 

with a 
subordinating 
conjuction and 

modify an 
adjective, verb, 

or adverb? 

Yes 

Label it an  

adverb clause. 

No 

Does it begin with  
"to + ____" and 

function as a 
noun? 

Yes 

Label it a  
noun clause. 



Does it 
follow a 

preposition? 

Yes Label it an  

object of the 

preposition. 

No 

Does it tell 

who or what 
the sentence 

Yes 
Label it a subject. 

No 

Start over. 

Start over.

NoYes 

Label it an  

infinitive clause. 

Is it in the 
predicate, and 
does it identify 

(name) the 

No 

Yes Label it a  

predicate nominative

Does it receive 
the action of a 
transitive verb? 

Yes 

No 

Label it a direct object

Does it indicate 
to whom or for 

whom the action 
is performed? 

Yes Label it an  

indirect object. 

No 



Does it follow a 
preposition and 

act as an 
adjective or 

Yes Label it an  

object of the 

preposition. 

No 

Does it tell 
who or what 

the sentence is 
about? 

Yes 
Label it a subject. 

No 

Start over. 



Label it a phrase. 

Not phrase or clause. 

 

No Yes 

No 
Is there 
either a 

subject or a 
verb? 

No 

Yes 

Does it begin 
with a 

preposition? 

Does it  

contain a word 
ending in -ing 
or -en or -ed 

that looks like a 

No 

Yes 

Label it a  

participial phrase. 

Does it contain a 
word ending in  

-ing that 
functions as a 

noun? 

Yes 

Label it a  

gerund phrase. 

Label it a 
prepositional phrase. 

Does it 
modify a 
noun or 

pronoun? 

Yes 

Label it an  

adjective phrase. 

No 

Does it 
modify a 

verb, adverb, 
or adjective? 

No 
Start over. 



verb, adverb, 
or adjective? 

Yes 

Label it an  

adverb phrase. 

Start over. 

No 

predicate nominative. 

direct object. 

. 



object of the 

subject. 



No 
Does it contain  

"to + ____" that 
looks like a verb but 
functions as a noun, 

adjective, or 

No 

Yes 

Label it an  

infinitive phrase. 

Does it 
rename 

someoneor 

something? 

Yes 

Start over. 
No 

Label it an  

appositive phrase. 


