Excalibur
(1981) Directed by John Boorman; based on Sir Thomas Mallory’s Le Morte d’Arthur
Opening Scene: battle between warring knights for the crown—Uther Pendragon and Gorlois, Duke of Cornwall
1. What is the mood of the opening scene?  What elements in the film affect this mood?
2. What is your first impression of Merlin?  Describe his clothing and his staff. 
3. What does Uther demand of Merlin?
4. How does Merlin get the sword?
5. Significance of the color green, gleaming on the sword?
6. What is the sword’s name?
7. Who guides Uther? Archetypal significance?
8. Evidence of Uther’s pride/arrogance?
9. Who is Igraine?
10. Why does battle erupt again?
11. What is Merlin’s reaction to Uther’s request for help?
12. What deal do Uther and Merlin strike?
13. Whom has Merlin awakened in order to uphold his end of the bargain?
14. How will Merlin get Uther into the castle?
15. What happens to Gorlois at the same time that Uther gets into the castle?
16. Who knows it?
17. What follows is a scene where Uther, magically disguised as Gorlois, sexually assaults her.  What purpose does it serve to portray Uther’s desire for her in that manner?

18. Why does Uther dislike Morgana?
19. What is Uther’s reaction to having a son—what changes does he say he will make?
20. Why does Merlin show up?
21. What does Merlin say to Uther about his position as king?
22. What happens when Uther pursues Merlin?
23. What does Uther do with Excalibur? Why?

(time lapse—18 [?] years later—Arthur is a squire to Sir Kay)
24. How does Sir Hector admonish his son (Sir Kay) to behave in contrast to the “robber knights”?
25. What does each knight attempt once he has proven himself the strongest?
26. What events lead Arthur to Excalibur?
27. What does Arthur learn about his background?
28. What are the other knights’ responses when Arthur clearly is the chosen one to be their king?
29. Who stands for Arthur? Leondegrance
30. What are the consequences?
31. When Arthur follows Merlin what does Merlin tell him about—
            - Arthur’s connection to the land?
            - Arthur’s father, Uther?
            - the dragon?

32. What images are prevalent during this scene?  Their significance and effects?
33. What does Arthur ask of Merlin?
34. At the siege of Leondegrance’s castle, what does Arthur ask of Uryens?  What effects does this action have?  How do Uryens and the others respond?
35. Who is Leondegrance’s daughter?
36. What does Merlin tell Arthur about her? (literary device?)

(time lapse)
37. What is happening to all of Arthur’s best knights at the beginning of this scene?
38. Who is Lancelot? 
           - What are the colors of his standard? archetypal significance? 
           - Why is he there?  What is his reputation?  his challenge?
39. Describe Arthur’s encounter with Lancelot.  Compare/contrast the two men.
40. How does Arthur end the conflict?  What happens?
41. Merlin’s response?
42. Arthur’s thoughts and feelings on his actions?  What do they say about his character?
43. What happens next that presents a characteristic of medieval romance?
44. What does Lancelot ask of Arthur?  What does he offer?  What does his offer say about his character?
45. In the next scene, what do the knights celebrate?  

46. What is their cry?  “One ________, one ________!”
47. What is Arthur’s pronouncement?  What will he create?  What will he do?

48. What does Lancelot tell Guenevere as he escorts her to Camelot? (characteristic of medieval romance? literary device?)
49. Who leaves the wedding to speak to Merlin?  What does she want?
50. Why does Merlin say the way of the necromancer in that world is waning?
51. Describe Camelot, its knights, its ladies.  What is going on inside the castle?
52. What rumor does Morgana (Morgan Le Fey) start?  What accusation does Gawain make at the table? 
53. Why is Lancelot conspicuously absent from the table?
54. What is Lancelot’s prayer?
55. Describe Lancelot’s dream.  What is its significance?
56. Who steps forward to champion the queen? (Lancelot’s boy—now Sir Perceval)
57. How does the challenge end?
58. What does Arthur ask Merlin to do, “whatever the cost”?  (literary device?)
59. What is Merlin’s response to Arthur’s question about “the greatest quality of knighthood”?   
60. How does Lancelot respond?
61. What happens then?  
62. Describe the encounter between Merlin and Morgana.  How is it related to the Lancelot/Guenevere encounter? 
What does Morgana want?   
63. What archetypal image is prevalent in the cave?  
64. What does Lancelot say when he sees Excalibur? 
65. Once Morgana knows the charm, what is her first act?

------------
66. Describe the land and people in the next scene.  What is their state?
67. What is Arthur’s state?  
68. What conclusions can you draw about the symbolism?
69. On what quest does Arthur sends his knights?  What does he believe is the only thing that can “restore leaf and flower”?

(time lapse of ten years)
70. What things does Sir Perceval witness?  Whom does he follow through the woods?  Where does he end up? Describe his encounter with Morgana and his vision.  
71. What does Arthur offer Mordred?  Mordred’s response?
72. What does Perceval witness between Mordred and Uryens?  What does Uryens tell Perceval that he must not do?
73. What has Lancelot become?
74. What happens to Perceval under the water? (archetypal significance?) What does he say he can’t give up?  
75. In his next vision, what does Perceval see, and what secret does he learn?  
76. What does Perceval tell Arthur when he goes to him?  
77. What does Arthur decide to do?
78. Describe the land as they ride through it.  (archetypal significance?)
79. Where does Arthur find Guenevere?  What does he tell her?  What does she have for him?
80. What Merlin say brings him back?
81. Describe Merlin’s encounter with Morgana. What does he get her to do?  What three things happen as a result?   
82. Who arrives and helps Arthur in battle?  Describe their conversation after the battle.
83. How does John Boorman (the film’s director) change the final encounter between Arthur and Mordred?  What effects does this change have on how we (the audience) perceive the characters and their outcomes?
84. What does Arthur tell Perceval to do?  What does he do?
85. Describe the scene (especially the sky) when Perceval returns to Arthur.  What is the archetypal significance?
86. What does Perceval see when he goes back to the lake?
87. When Perceval returns to Arthur again, what does he see?

Name:  _________________________________
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