
Vocabulary List #47 (Beowulf)            Name: __________________________________  Date of Test: ____________ 
Explore each word below, beginning with its definition and that of any stems. Then find at least two synonyms and two antonyms. Round out your understanding of each 
by connecting it to other words that use the same stems and finding and creating TWO sentences that use the word properly, presenting solid context clues. 

Definitions & Stems: 
Synonyms (2) &  

Antonyms (2) 

Different words (3) that use the 

same stem/s (cover all stems) 
Sentences (2): Make sure each sentence clearly shows 

how to use the word through its context clues! 

1.  pharisaism—n. hypocrisy 
Pharisee = sanctimonious 
person (orig. teacher of the law 
in ancient Judaism) 
ism = doctrine 

   

2.  encroaching—adj.  intruding 
on (a person's territory or 
rights); advance gradually 
beyond acceptable limits 
en=in     |   croc=hook 

   

3.  remunerate—v. repay 
     (re-myoon-er-ate) 
     re=again 
     mun=gift, office, duty  

   

4.  anachronistic—adj. 
misplaced in time 
    ana=up or back  
    chron=time 

   

5.  embellish—v. to ornament 
or decorate; to enhance a story 
with fictitious additions 
em=into    |    bel=pretty 
ish=relating to 

   

6.  feckless—adj. without effect 
     feck=vigor 
     less=without 
 

 

   



Definitions & Stems: 
Synonyms (2) &  

Antonyms (2) 

Different words (3) that use the 

same stem/s (cover all stems) 
Sentences (2): Make sure each sentence clearly shows 

how to use the word through its context clues! 

7.  paradigm—n. a model or 
typical example of something 
       para=beside 
       dign=worthy 
 

   

8.  germane—adj. related to 
(usually refers to going off 
topic) 
 
       germ=related 

   

9. patriarch—n. the male head 
of a family or tribe  

patria=family 
arch=chief, rule 
 

   

10.  lamentation—n. the 
passionate expression of grief 
or sorrow; weeping 
lamenta=weeping 
tion=state of  

   

11.  assailant—n. a person who 
physically attacks another 

salire=to leap or spring 

ant=a person who 

   

12.  insatiable—adj.  an 
appetite or desire that is 
impossible to satisfy 

in=not     |     sat=enough 
able=able to be  

   

 



 


