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Sonnet Form 

Every sonnet contains fourteen lines of iambic pentameter divided into stanzas by rhyme scheme and a logical 

progression of ideas (pay attention to organization of images and metaphors).  Several variations on the sonnet 

form exist; the two most popular are the Italian (Petrarchan) and English (Shakespearean) sonnets. 

 

     Petrarchan/Italian Sonnet  Shakespearean/English Sonnet 
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