
Topic Outlining for Literary Analyses of Plays by Shakespeare 

1. Create a specific heading/caption (slug) for each passage you will quote/use in your paper to 

support each point.  Your slug should nutshell the significance of the passage.  Your explanation 

from your motif chart is a good place to start. 

Example   

Quoted passage: “I am in blood / Stepped in so far that, should I wade no more, / Returning were as 

tedious as go o’er.” 

Slug: River of blood 

2. Use that heading in your outline for the specific supporting detail, followed by the parenthetical 

documentation. 

In the outline:   

                                     a. River of blood (3.4.136-8) 

       Another outline detail example:   

                                            b. Milk as weakness (1.5.15-16) 
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